
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series for Lent. Today’s theme, “Not 
Far” is the first in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Monday:
     Office Closed for President’s Day
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

   As you walked into church this 
morning, you may have noticed 
that things look a bit different. That 
is because we are in the midst of 
a new sermon series and art show 
called Fractured Wholeness. This is 
all part of our larger, Lenten journey 
that Christians have observed for 
centuries. But, right now I’m asking 
you to think back to the mission 
photography show. If we included a 
picture of you in the show that you 

would like to take home, please let me know! We plan to hang some of these photos in other parts of the 
church, but we do not have room for all of them! So, if there is a picture of you, your child, or a particular 
photo that really spoke to you, let me know and you can take it home with you! Then, the story of God’s 
love through Aldersgate can spread to your friends, family, and all who enter your home or work place. You 
can connect with me through e-mail at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 849-9122. I look 
forward to hearing from you! — Jessica Watson

Connections: Take A Piece of Aldersgate Home



College Ministry: Panama II 
    This week I had the opportunity to visit with a student, 
Jack Payne (pictured on the left), about his experiences in 
Panama with Aldersgate mission teams. Over the last two 
summers, Jack had some incredible travel opportunities 
with Aldersgate and McMurry University, including 
Panama, Zimbabwe, Haiti and India. These experiences 
have played a significant role in the discernment of 
his calling to be a missionary. While in Panama, Jack 
witnessed the ministry of David and Cindy Ceballos 
working very hard to establish a healthy church and 
connection  with their community. Jack expressed his 
gratitude to Aldersgate for providing him with the 
opportunity to learn from and partner with David and 
Cindy, because it laid a foundation for what he hopes to 
be his future as a missionary. 

    I am excited to lead another trip to Panama this summer, July 30 through August 7. It is my hope and 
prayer that this trip will provide opportunities for others to experience God’s transformative work. If you 
are interested in joining the Panama II team, or would like more information about the trip, please contact 
me as soon as possible at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org or 665-9916.  — Kyle Watson

Youth Ministry: Spring Schedule 
     Hey Ski-Trippers! Just a reminder that final payment for the ski trip is due February 21. If you have any 
questions please let me know. I am looking forward to another awesome trip this spring break! 
  Youth meets every Sunday night from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. unless specified 
otherwise. Here is our schedule for 
the spring semester: 
   March 13 – No Youth
    March 14-18 – Spring Break Ski Trip
   March 27 – No Youth (Easter)
   May 8 – No Youth (Mother’s Day)
   May 22 – Senior Sunday
   May 29 – No Youth (Memorial Day 
                                         Weekend)
     June 5 – Summer Schedule Begins
 Call or text 325-370-5223, or 
e-mail Daniel Mathis at youth@
aldersgateabilene.org. 
       — Daniel Mathis



Fractured Wholeness: Not Far
Luke 8:26-30

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



Fractured Wholeness: Not Far
Growth Group Questions 
Week 5: February 14-20

Daily Text Suggestions:

Sunday: Luke 8:26-39/ Psalm 34:18
Monday:  Luke 18:9-14
Tuesday: Psalm 40:1-17
Wednesday: Luke 7:11-17
Thursday: Luke 8:40-56 
Friday: Luke 8:42b-48
Saturday: Psalm 42:1-11

Growth Group Questions:

1. What is one thing that you connected with during the sermon on Sunday morning?

2. When you hear the words “Fractured Wholeness” together, what comes to mind? In 
    what ways do you (we) experience brokenness? 

3. Was there ever a time in your life when you felt like you were outside the circle? If so, 
    what was that experience like? If not, what might you imagine it feels like?

4. Why do people sometimes isolate themselves? Why do people sometimes isolate each 
    other?

        



Growth Group Questions Continued

5. As you read Luke 8:26-39, which character in the story do you relate to? The man living 
    among the tombs? A member of the community, shocked and afraid? The pig herders who 
   lost a lot of money at the expense of this man’s healing?

6. If you had the ability to yell one statement into a bullhorn that everyone in the world 
   could hear, what would you say? (If you want this question to really be fun, take turns 
   standing up around the circle and actually yelling your world-wide announcement! Even 
   if the whole world doesn’t hear it, maybe the neighbors will!)

7. Read Psalm 34:18. How does this simple promise speak to your current life situation? 
    What is one way you can carry this message to someone else who may be experiencing 
    loneliness today?
   

8. One of the greatest tragedies of the story in Luke 8 is that the man can’t even identify as 
    himself. Instead, he identifies himself in relation to the demons oppressing him. Have 
    you ever based your identity on past mistakes? current missteps? future failures? How 
    might basing your identity on these things affect the people around you? Jesus not 
    only restores this man to himself, he also restores him to community. Take a moment to 
    consider how allowing Jesus to touch the deepest wound you carry might change your 
    life.



Worship:  An Opportunity to Volunteer
      Volunteers are needed to assist the pastors in communion during the traditional worship service at 9:00 
a.m. Communion is offered once a month at this service. Prior experience is not necessary. You can choose 
a particular month to serve or a month can be assigned to you. You can specify who you would like to serve 
with,  such as a spouse or friend, or someone can be assigned to serve with you.
      On Communion Sunday we ask that you arrive at the church  by 8:45 a.m. At that time, we will meet 
in my office to discuss any additional instructions or any special assistance you may need. For instance, if 
you are uncomfortable climbing the stairs, let me know and other arrangements can be made. During the 
service the pastor will call for all those assisting with communion to come forward. Go to the alter railing 
where you will receive communion. You then step behind the railing to assist the pastors. I will hand you a 
tray of communion cups, then you follow the pastor down 
the railing. You can usually make two trips before needing 
a new tray. I will be watching and will have another tray 
for you when needed. As communion ends, the first side 
finished will go out into the congregation to serve anyone 
unable to go to the railing. When everyone has been 
served, return the trays to me and go back  to your seats.
       I am compiling a list of those interested in assisting. If 
you would like to serve in this ministry please let me know 
by e-mailing me at mdo@aldersgateabilene.org or calling 
me at 325-439-0230. This is such a rewarding ministry. I 
hope you will feel as blessed  in serving as those receiving.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                               — Carol Rogers

Children’s Ministry: Kid’s Night Out!
    Mark your calendars for a fun Kid’s Night Out 
on Friday, March 4! This will be a enjoyable time 
for kids in 2nd through 5th Grade to come hang 
out with their friends, play games, and make a 
cool craft or two. It will be from 6:30 to 10:30 
p.m. and the cost is $5 per child. We will have 
snacks throughout the evening, but please eat 
dinner before you come. Kids will not want 
to miss this fun night. It will be one of only a 
few nights per year they get to play Grog, the 
most requested game at Aldersgate for kids and 
youth! Hope to see all the kids there! Please 
email me at children@aldersgateabilene.org to 
sign up your child! — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           2.7.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $20,832.21
Received This Month-to-Date = $20,832.21
Received Year-to-Date = $89,125.50
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $5,579.24

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 186
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 164
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 350
                                                   Sunday School = 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor Steve 
In the Word: Solitude               

     But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed.  Luke 5:16
    During the six Sundays of Lent, the In the 
Word article is going to focus on spiritual 
practices that help us to further open our 

hearts to God. Remember, we do not engage in any spiritual practice 
in order to earn God’s love or approval. Rather, spiritual practices 
help us to grow to trust the love and approval that God already has 
toward us and empower us to leave the life of sin and brokenness 
behind. Today, we begin with solitude.
    The world, since Genesis 3 and the entrance of sin into the world, 
has been a noisy and busy place. This reality makes it hard to hear 
the voice of God since, as Elijah experienced, God speaks with a still, 
small voice (I Kings 19:12). Solitude is intentionally and regularly (I 
aim for 30 minutes a day) pulling away (withdrawing) to be alone 
with God so that we can hear God’s voice through prayer, scripture 
and even silence. In fact, solitude is a container discipline for many 
of the other spiritual practices.  
    In solitude, we are finally safe to remove our masks and be who 
we really are in that moment. In a sense, God is released to do some 
powerful work in our lives particularly in the arena of our identity. 
Dallas Willard said, “When we go into solitude and silence, we stop 
making demands on God. It is enough that God is God and we are 
his. We learn we have a soul, that God is here, and this world is “my 
Father’s house.” This knowledge of God replaces the rabid busyness 
and self-importance that drives most human beings, including the 
religious ones.” When we are alone with God, there is no one that 
we need to impress or anyone’s expectations to meet, rather we are 
alone with the one who made us and loves us deeply and longs to 
bless us, heal the fractures in our lives and make us whole.
    You may experience some resistance when thinking about 
intentionally being alone with God. No worries. Jesus made it a 
priority, and we know to do the things that Jesus did will only bring 
us life. I encourage you, if you have not already, to begin to practice 
solitude in earnest during Lent.       
    Some good books on the spiritual practice of solitude are:  
Celebration of Discipline ch. 7 by Richard Foster, Sacred Rhythms 
ch. 2 by Ruth Haley Barton, Invitation to Solitude and Silence also 
by Ruth Haley Barton and  Out of Solitude by Henri Nouwen.   

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

14 Feb: Numbers 17-18, Psalm 45
15 Feb: Numbers 19-21, Psalm 46
16 Feb: Numbers 22-24, Psalm 47
17 Feb: Numbers 25-27, Psalm 49
18 Feb: Numbers 28-30, Psalm 50
19 Feb: Numbers 31-32, Psalm 51
20 Feb: Numbers 33-34, Psalm 52

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103


